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\CARCELY any thing at all 
connected with the improvements 
of modern agriculture, has been more 
eagerly conteſted, or more amply diſ- 
cuſſed, than the advantages or diſad- 
vantages of Encloſures with reſpe& to 


their influence on Population. Dr. 
Price has uniformly maintained their 


immediate and powerful tendency 
to depopulate, and has printed and 
B reprinted 


rr raed 


reprinted accounts to confirm and 
eſtabliſh this idea, without ſeeming to 
have at all attended to the accounts, of 
equa] authenticity, repeatedly given on 
the other fide of the queſtion. Such 
partial repreſentations are only calcu- 
lated to miſlead. In bis late edition 
= of Reverſionary Payments, after a 
| diſmal detail of the pernicious conſe- 


quences of Encloſures, (Vol. II. P- 269. ) 
he obſerves, that he can ſcarcely think 
of any thing that ſhould. be more 
alarming, and exclaims, How aſto- 
© niſhing is it, that our Parliament, 
« inſtead of applying any remedy to 
* theſe evils, ſhould chuſe to promote 
ee them, by paſſing, every year, bills al- 
© moſt without number for new Enclo- 
« ſures * | 


1 

e ſures!” If the accounts he had 
given were not only true, but ſtated 
in all their attendant circumſtances 
and effects, and the ſame were ſtrictly 


applicable to all, or only the greater 


part of, the Encloſures which have 
taken place during the laſt thirty years, 


there would, indeed, be ſome founda- 
tion for ſuch complaints and exclama- 
tions; and we could not form any very 
favourable conception of the judgment 
or patriotiſm of our ſucceſſive repre- 
ſentatives. But before we admit con- 
cluſions ſo very diſhonourable to any 
part of our legiſlature, let us fairly 
examine the ſeveral articles of the 
Doctor's information, as well as that 


B 2 given 


re 
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given by others of a different and 
oppoſite tenour. 


And firſt, as to the Doctor's com- 
munications; he tells us, Vol. II. 
p- 267. that he had lately received 
* an account of a large common- field 
4 in Leiceſterſhire, which uſed to pro- 
duce Boo quarters of corn, beſides 
* maintaining 200 cattle, which now, 
e in conſequence of being incloſed, and 
6 getting into fewer hands, produces 
« little or no corn, and maintains no 
more cattle than before, though the 
© rents are conſiderably advanced.“ 
This account ſeems to carry its own 
refutation along with it. It had alſo 
been printed before, and, in my ap- 


prehenſion, 
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prehenſion, ſatisfactorily anſwered by 
Mr. Arthur Voung, in his Political 
Arithmetick, p. 146. If the Doc- 
* tor, ſays he, had formed his 
* tables on no better authority than 
* this, they would not have been 
* very famous. Rents raiſed, — corn 


* diſappeared, cattle not increaſed ! 
«« What are we to think of ſuch facts? 


« I travelled through Leiceſterſhire 
* and Northamptonſhire, and not, I 
« think, without attention. I ſaw 


* great tracts of country encloſed and 
ce laid from arable to graſs; but I ſaw 


in the graziers fields ſuch herds of 


&« fat ſheep and oxen, as delighted 
the eye. The generality of theſe 
* Jands- 
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e lands are ſtocked at the rate of a 
« large ox, and 2; ſheep to every two 
© acres; and the ſoil does ſo well in 
« orafs, that they fat large ſheep the 
t winter through. Before the Enclo- 


* ſure, thoſe lands were managed in 
«© the courſe of fallow, wheat, and 


* ſpring-corn. How, in the name of 


wonder, were fat ſheep and oxen 


« then kept? Upon the fallows ?— 
te or upon ſtraw? That corn diſap- 
« pears is moſt certain, but that it 
« is amply made up by beef and 
e mutton is equally certain.“ This 
is ſurely, to ſay the leaſt of it, as good 
and ſatisfactory information as the 
Doctor's. | 

But 
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But the Doctor further informs us, 
from . the Reverend Mr. Addington's 
Enguiry into the Reaſons for and againſt 
encloſing open Fields, publiſhed in 1772, 
for Mr. Buckland, Pater-noſter Row, 
* that the new incloſed lordſhips are 
« turned into _paſturage ; in conſe- 
P quence of which many lordſhips 
« have now not 50 acres ploughed 


6 yearly, in which 1500, or at leaſt 


3 _+ 


* 1000 were ploughed formerly; and 
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8 ſeen i in ſome that bore hundreds of 
yy quarters.“ ö Granting all this to be 
true, it naturally occurs, how many 
more ſheep and oxen were now fed 
and fattened than before? How much 
more beef and mutton produced? 

What 
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What . "Cuantitice of wool, 
hides, tallow, &c. how many hands 
employed in manufacturing theſe ? 
How many perſons, in different places, 
clothed, fed, and ſupported ? This 


we are not informed, and yet without 


this, all the reſt, as far as population 
is concerned, and indeed even tillage, 
in other quarters, conveys very little 
inſtruction. But, continues Mr. 
Addington, « the effects of theſe En- 


e cloſures are ſo ſeverely felt, that 


* worſe wheat has lately been fold 


ce in theſe counties of Leiceſter and 
Northampton, on an average at 7s. 
&« or 7s. 6d. the Wincheſter buſhel, 
for many months together, than 
* uſed to be ſold for 38. 6d. or 4s.” 
HAT How 


2 3 


How extremely little is all this to the 
purpoſe! Who does not know that 
in the beſt corn counties in the king- 
dom, where there has been neither 
recent incloſures, nor converſion "of. 
tillage into paſture, wheat has been 
ſold, for months together, not only at 
78. a buſhel, but even 8 or gs. of an 
inferior quality likewiſe to what was 
purchaſed the year before, or perhaps 
the year after, not merely for 3 or 48. 
but half a crown? But ſuppoſing the 
above extravagant price of grain ts be 
the permanent effect of the Encloſures, 
and of the conſequent exchange of 
tillage for paſture, the evil would very 
ſoon cure itſelf. The farmer, confi- 


dent of the vaſt advantage of growing 
E corn, 
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corn, would ſell off his ſheep and oxen, 
break up his meadows, ſow them with 
wheat, and in the room of 50 acres, 
you would ſoon again have 1500, and 
1000 buſhels of corn for a ſingle 


EAT, 
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But what immediately follows in 
the fame writer is more directly to 
the preſent purpoſe. The decreaſe 
«< of inhabitants, in almoſt all the, en- 
& cloſed villages,” ſays. he, © in which 
they have no. conſiderable manufac- 
ture, is obvious to be remarked by 
n ine a 
120 or 30 years ago, and. ſęes them 
nom. The ruin of former dwelling- 
*« houſes, barns, ſtables, &c. ſhews 
- | c eyery 
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© every one who paſſes through them q 
«that the ey were once better inhabited. g 
% A hundred houſes and families 
te have dwindled into eight or ten. 
% The land- hofders are very few in 
* moſt pariſhes that have been encloſed 
© only 15 of 20 years, in compariſon 
reef the nuthbers which occupied 
them in their open field ſtate. It 
te is no uncommon thing to fee four 
or five wealthy graziers engg,j,-—ꝑ 
< large encloſed lordſhip, which was 
« before in the hands of 20 or 30 
, farmers; and as many ſmaller tenants 
< and- proprietors ; all theſe are hereby 
e thrown out of their livings, with 
* their families, that were employed or 
ebf * by them.“ All this may 
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be very true; and the following ac- 
count, which I myſelf received from 
a correſpondent in Leiceſterſhire,' of 


| fimilar purport, is ſtill more pointed 


and determinate. © As to Enclo- 
s ſures,” ſays he, I can mention two 
* villages in this county within two 
© miles of each other, Wiſtow and 
% Fgſton, which formerly contained 34 
or 35 dwellings ; but by Encloſure, 
* Foſton is reduced to three habita- 
tions; the parſonage-houſe accom- 
„ modates one family, and the two 
other buildings are occupied by 
« ſhepherds, who manage the ſtock 
« for their diſtant renters, as the whole 
* lordſhip belongs to one perſon, 
* And as to Wiſtou, the 34 manſions 

have 
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te have vaniſhed in a very few years, 
* and no dwelling remains but the 
cc late Sir Charles Halford's hall-houſe, 
* who owned the lordſhip; and theſe 
&« are called improvements; for double 
c and treble rents enſue, and double 
« or treble the ald value of land and 
e houſe rents, and fo of provifions.” 
What became, it is natural to aſk, of 
theſe vaniſhed inhabitants, and who 
took off theſe increaſed provifions ? 
My correſpondent has clearly ſuggeſt- 


ed the anſwer in another part of his 


letter, and which is, indeed, equally 
applicable to the preceding account, 


given by Dr. Price from Mr. Adding- 


ton. Manufacture, ſays he, has 


#* everpeopled Leiceſterſhire, Almoſt 


every 


{(. 24 ) 
< every. village unincloſed is rhiefly 
« inhabited by Woolcombers, and 
“ Frame-work Knitters; and though 
0 « we poſſeſs a rich ſoil, Rutland and 
"= « Northamptonſhire corn atrives in vaſt 

quantities; and is uſually very reaſon- 

* able, as well as butter. But cheeſe, 

% notwithſtanding a vaſt produce of 

% our own, is ſwept away at our 
| «firs by factors, and is rather dear.” 
| This needs no comment . the conclu- 
ſiotis are obvious; diminution of tillage 
and inhabitants in one place; the conſe- 

quent increaſe of them in another; the 
multiplication of ſheep and oxen in 
the County of Leiceſter, brings corn in 
abundance from thoſe of Northampton 


we 4 


-and Rutland, and no article remains 


dear, 
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FOOT WS: 
dear, but that produced on the ſpot, 


which is ſent off to fill the multiplied 


mouths in other quarters. 


Similar intelligence to the above 1 
could produce from letters now lying 


before me with regard to incloſures in 
the Counties of Bucks, Bedford. Derby, 


Wilts, Hants, Sc. but the detail would 
be tedious, and I muſt beg leave to 
obſerve, that for one account of this 
diſadvantageous kind, I have, I believe, 


two or three of a directly oppoſite te- 

nour, in which the increaſe of inhabi- 

tants from incloſures is aſſerted and 

proved. Inſtead, however, of both 

the one and the other, I ſhall only give 

a few Paſſages, from Mr. Arthur 
„ Young: 
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Young, which may ſerve as a con- 


traſt . to all the above unfavourable 


ſtatements, and which may juſtly lay 


claim to particular credit and atten- 


tion, as coming from a perſon of more 


extenſive obſervation in theſe matters 
than, perhaps, any other man in Eng- 


land, and to whoſe many valuable pub- 


lications, reſpecting agricultural im- 
provements, this kingdom is under the 
higheſt obligation. 


« It may be laid down as a maxim,” 
ſays he, © Pol. Arith. P. 198, that 
60 without Incloſures there can be no 
cc good huſbandry : while a country is 
“ laid out in open fields, every farmer 


* tied down to the huſbandry of his 
« ſloyenly 
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i ſlovenly neighbour, it is ſimply im- 


poſlible that agriculture ſhould flou- 


riſh.” And in p. 149, he obſerves, 


Dr. Price and the other Writers who 
aſſure us we ſhould throw down our 
hedges, and waſte one third of our 
farms in a barren fallow, by way 
of making beef and mutton cheap, 
will confine themſelves to the In- 
cloſures that have converted arable 
to graſs : What ſay they to thoſe 
which have changed graſs to ara- 
ble? They chooſe to be filent. I 
do not comprehend the amuſement 
that is found in conſtantly looking 
at thoſe objects which are ſuppoſed 
to be gloomy, and in regularly la- 


menting the evils that ſurround us, 
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6 


though they. flow from cauſes which 
* ſhower down much ſuperior bleſ- 
| * ſings. When I look around me in 


46 this country, I think I every where 
** ſee ſo great and animating a pro- 
46 ſped, that the ſmall ſpecks which 
% may be diſcerned in the hemiſphere 
© are loſt in the brilliancy that ſur- 


« rounds them. I cannot ſpread a cur- 


te tain over the illumined ſcene, and 


<< leave nothing to view but the mere 


ſhades of ſo ſplendid a ſcene. 


« What will theſe * RR ſay 


* 


to the Encloſures in Norfolk, Suf- 


« folk, Nottinghamſhire, Derbyſhire, 


«c 


A 


* 


Lincolnſhire, Vorkſhire, and all the 
Northern Se What ſay they 


ce to 


1 


* acre, are, by Encloſure alone, render- 
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130-1] 
to the Sands of Norfolk, Suffolk, 


Nottinghamſhire, which yield corn, 


and mutton, and beef, by the force 
of Euciiſure alone? What ſay they 
to the wolds of Vork and Lincoln, 


which from barren heaths at IS, an 


ed profitable farms? Aſk Sir Cecil 


Wray, if, without Encloſure, he 


could advance his heaths by ſan- 


foine from 1s. to 208. an acre ? 


What ſay they to the vaſt tracts in 


the Peak of Derby, which by En- 


cloſure alone, are changed from black 
regions of Ling, to fertile fields 
covered with cattle? What fay they 


to the improvement of moors in the 


? D 2 „northern 
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6200 
northern counties, where Encloſures 


alone have made thoſe counties ſmile 


with culture, which before were 
dreary as night? What have theſe 


gentlemen to ſay to theſe inſtances? 


Cannot they manage to aſſure us 


the proſpect 1s deluſive t Hear how 


they are characteriſed. Encloſures 
of waſte or commons would be uſe- 
ful, 7 divided into ſmall allotments, 
and given up to be occupied at mo- 
derate rent by the poor. But #, 


beſides leſſening the produce of fine 
wool, they bear hard on the poor, 


by depriving them of part of 
their ſubſiſtence, and go towards 
the increaſing of farms already too 


« large, 
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« Jarge, the advantages attending 
e them may not much exceed the diſ- 
% advantages *.” * Hence,” ſays Mr. 
Young, © we find all theſe improve- 
% ments very equivocal. Before it is 
allowed that the converting ling to 
« corn is beneficial, it muſt be pre- 


o 


ry 


viouſly aſked, if the improvement 
« is wrought by that ghoſtly object 
t of dread and terror, a great farmer ; 
* before it is acknowledged right to 
b make that ſand which would not 
ce feed rab bits produce beef and mut- 


*© fn, we mult know whether the 


* JV . 
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* Note, p. 270. Rey. Payments, 4th Edit, 
printed before, 


4% poor 


(622) 
. pot were deprived of part of their 3 : 
«ſubſiſtence ; before you will ſubmit 
« to change the heaths of Lincoln to 7 
fertile fields of fanfoine, you muſt Þ 
cc demand. were the allotments ſmall ? bs 
I moſt own it is with aſtoniſhment 
*« that I thus ſee ſuperior minds ſtoop- 


« ing to prejudices ſo unworthy of 
* their abilities * 


From 


* Ws th * . 3 


5 What influence all this, and much 
more in the ſame ſtrain, equally pointed 
and forcible, has had upon the ſentiments 
of. Dr. Price, is, pretty clear from his re- 
printing what he had before publiſhed, and 
taking no notice of what had been ad- 

vanced 
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From a candid review of the above 
oppoſite repreſentations and reaſonings, 
it appeared to me undeniable that 
Encloſures, according to particular 


circumſtances, are attended with great 
advantages and great diſadvantages re- 
ſpecting the grand object of enquiry, 
the encreaſe of our people; but that (tilt 
it was not abſolutely certain and free 
from all poſſibility of controverſy, 
which of the two, in the vaſt num- 
ber of Encloſures which had taken 
place in this kingdom, during the laſt 
20 or 30 years, had been moſt nume 


— — — 


vanced in anſwer 5 this experienced and 
practical writer. 
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rous and prevalent. Probability, in- 


deed, ſeemed ſtrongly on the favour- 
able fide. I thought, however, that 


I. ſhould be much more clear in this 


point, if 1 could procure the annual 
regiſters of baptiſms in the pariſhes 


recently incloſed - during the laſt 20 


years. If theſe pariſhes, when taken 
in the aggregate, were not materially 
decreaſed, it would be a ſtrong pre- 
umption that Encloſures had advanced 
our total Population ; (becauſe it was 
an undoubted fact that in ſome few 
places, where open cultivated fields 
had been converted into paſtures, the 


number of inhabitants on thoſe parti- 


cular ſpots had been greatly leſſened): 
If they were actually not at all dimi- 


niſhed, 
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The number of Baptiſms during two periods of fir 
ſecond with 1775, in a great number of recently 
with the Baptiſms in other pariſhes not recently 

COUNTIES. 
A Northumberland — — — 
| Durham — — — 0 
Cumberland — a — 
N Shropſhire- 4 — — 
1 Norfolk — — — 
| Eſſex F — 
1 Bedford — — — = 
Bucks — — — 
Leiceſter — — — 
Stafford — — — 
Worceſter — — — 
| _ Glouceſter — — — 
| Wilts — _ — 


Hants — — — 


[To het p. 26.] 


1760, the 


tly encloſed pariſhes, from different counties, together 


0 five years each, the firſt beginning with 


ently encloſed, in the ſame counties reſpectively. 


| Baptiſms in Pariſhes late - Baptiſms in Pariſhes not 
4 ly encloſed, | lately encloſed. 
EF "| Is 
+ 1b Period. | 24 Period, > iſt Period, | 24 Period. 
—— — 2, | 
”_ 2 349 441 2 | 0302 
2 3 525 | 600 12 41 5 
3 3 956 | 1147 | 20 2431 | 2823 
ny | 3 | 392 | -517 |} 17 | 1729 | 1782 
— 381447 | 558 || 69 | 4384 | 5224 
on 2 | 165] 248 19 I5I7 | 1920 
_ 3] T51 | 221 | 6] g81| 935 
— 4] 343 335 8 | 1490 | 174 
— 7 | 1255 | 1450 8. | 1021 | 1340 
By. 2 | 322 | 350 || 10 | 2394 | 2860 
— 12 1269 | Ibog 7 1154 ö 1446 
VET ng 5 | $546 | 621 25 | 2135 | 2413 
_ 1 34 47 4 | 827 | 1073 
- 7 | 2490 | 1946 || 17 | 2011 | 2493 
— 10 63 | 588 I75 13163 14639 
_ 13 | 1908 | 2187 || 48 | 5774 | 4210 
— „e 15 3008 3374 
Totals 89 [10804 13138 [490 52731 | 57984 


Increaſed nearly as 100 to 121 || as 100 to 109 
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hiſhed, but even very much increaſed, 


the concluſion would be ſtronger (till ; 


if, finally, they were not only increaſed, 
but increaſed even more than thoſe pa- 


riſhes which had not been recently en- 


cloſed, it would amount to very little 


leſs than abſolute demonſtration. In 


purſuit of | theſe ideas I immediately 


procured a liſt of the Encloſure-bills, 


from the Journals of the Houfe of 
Commons, and found, to my ſurprize; 
that they amounted to very near 
a thouſand, between the year 1750 
and 1781. I ſoon diſpatched about 
about 500 letters to the clergy of the 


encloſed pariſhes, omitting however the 


counties of Nottingham, York, and 
E | Lancaſter, 
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( 26 ) 
Langgſter, becauſe Dr. Price himſelf 


acknowledged thoſe to be greatly en- 


creaſed. Of theſe 500 letters I have 


been favoured with anſwers to hardly 


a hundred. Small however as this 
proportion is, yet coming from all 
quarters indifterently, and without any 
previous motive for choice or ſelection, 
their evidence may fairly be conſidered 
as ſatisfactory and deciſive. What 
this evidence is the reader may ſee in 
the following table : 


The 


— 


6%) 

In this Table we ſee that the recently 
encloſed pariſhes have vaſtly the ad- 
vantage of thoſe which have not been 
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recently encloſed. The baptiſms in the * 
1 89 pariſhes of the former deſcription, þ 
oy: during the five years, beginning with 1 


the year 1760, to the baptiſms du- 
ring the five years beginning with 
1775, or 1776, are nearly as 100 to 
1213 whereas in the 490 of the latter, 
for the ſame periods reſpectively, the 
advance is only as 100 to 1093; that is, 
the recently encloſed pariſhes: are in- 
creaſed more than th, the pariſhes 
which have not been recently encloſed 
ſcarcely eth. This 1s ſurely little leſs 
than abſolute demonſtration of the point 
in queſtion, the influence of Enclofures 
upon the Population of this kingdom, 
and that, fo far from having diminiſhed, 
| E 2 they 
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they have much increaſed it. It is 


alſo to be obſerved, - that the in- 


creaſe from hence ariſing is certainly 
greater than here appears; becauſe 
thoſe Encloſures which converted ara- 
ble to paſture, muſt have leſſened the 
employment of the inhabitants, and 
of courſe their number, in the ſeveral 


pariſhes in which. they reſpectively 
took place, and ' proportionably aug- 


mented and employed thoſe in pa- 
riſhes where Encloſures had not taken 


place. It may be ſaid, perhaps, that 


the increaſe of the encloſed pariſhes 


may have been occaſioned by ' cauſes 


totally diſtin& from the . Encloſures. 
I make no doubt but that with regard 


to ſome of them this has really been 


the caſe; but then it ſhould be remem- 
bered, that there is no reaſon to ſuppoſe 


that 
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that the ſame cauſes have not operated 
likewiſe in the noh-encloſed patiſhes, 
and conſequently that the difference of 
the increaſe, and even more than that dif- 
ference, for the reaſon juſt now aſſi gned , 
muſt have -ariſen from the Encloſures 
alone. Had indeed an Encloſure of only 
50 or 60 acres, belonging to ſuch a 
town as Birmingham, been included in 
my liſt of encloſed pariſhes; that alone 
might have turned the balance on the 
favourable fide, and nearly deſtroyed 
the argument ; as the prodigious aug- 


mentation of people there has doubtleſs 


been -occafioned by the enormous 
growth of its manufactures, which, 
however, the vaſt improvements of 
inn have helped to ſupport and 


maintain. 
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maintain. But no ſuch towns are in- 


cluded; I took in merely country 


pariſhes and market towns of the com- 
mon ſize and deſcription, as they hap- 
pened to ariſe. The towns of Sheffield, 
Mancheſter, Liverpool, &c. I need not 
fay are excluded, as I admitted not a 
ſingle pariſh encloſed or unencloſed, 
from the counties of either York os 


Lancaſter. 


That Encloſures have increaſed our 
Population is alſo fairly deducible from 
the militia returns for the county of 
Rutland, Mr. J. Bramſton, clerk of the 
Militia meetings there, has favoured 
me with the number of men liable to 
ſerve in every pariſh reſpectively 

| through- 
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throughout the county, from the year 
1759 to 1779, both incluſive. 


This county conſiſts of 56 or 57 
pariſhes. Of theſe 10 have been en- 
cloſed within the laſt 25 years, and 


which, in point of population, ſeem to 
comprehend about a fourth part of the 
whole. Now ſuppoſing the total 


number of inhabitants to remain the 


ſame, and the exemptions from this 
ſervice to continue invariable, the re- 


turns of men liable to ſerve muſt, for 
ſome time, paspetually decreaſe, as the 


perſons who have once ſerved are ex- 
cuſed for the future. But beſides this 


cauſe of diminution, the exemptions 


from ſervice ſince the year 1759 have 
been 


( 32 ) 
been greatly multiplied. From both 
cauſes jointly, the returns for 1779 muſt 
be vaſtly leſs than that in 1759, unleſs a 
prodigious increaſe of people has taken 


place. But theſe cauſes of decreaſe have 


extended uniformly to every part of 

the county, the recently encloſed pa- 
riſhes as well as the others; conſequent- 
ly, if the Population has been unvaried, 
the proportion of decreaſe in the returns 
muſt be unvaried likewiſe. Now the 
returns of men liable to ſerve in 1759 
in the 47 pariſhes, which have not been 
fince incloſed, amounted to 1773 ; the 
returns for the ſame in 1779 were 1196, 
1. e. they were decreaſed nearly in the 
proportion of 148 to 100. The returns 


for the ten pariſhes incloſed within the 
: _ 
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laſt 25 years, at the ſame two periods 
reſpectively, were 357 and 397, which 
is a decreaſe in the ratio of only 140 
to 100, or more than z*th leſs than the 
others. ; 


The ſame general concluſions, of 
even, more favourable ones, reſult from 
another view of theſe returns. The 
exemptions of men liable to ſerve in the 
year 1769 were the ſame as in the year 
1779. The returns in the non-en- 
cloſures in 1769 were 1176, in the 
year 1779, 1146: for the ten Enclo- 
ſures in 1769, 388, and in 1779, 3973 

(i. e.) the returns of the former were 
actually decreaſed almoſt one: fortieth 
5 part, 
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part, and the returns of the latter neatly 
as much mcreaſed *. 


i EEE.” md al. a > 
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* This, applied to the whole county, in- 


dicates a conſiderable increaſe of people. 


The total return of men liable to ſerve in 
1769 was 1564, in 1779, 13433 a dimi- 


nution of only 21. But in the interval of 


time now referred to, there had been three 
ſucceſſive returns, at each of which additi- 
onal exemptions took place, equal in num- 
ber to the whole body of the county Mi- 
litia (i. e.) 120; amounting in the whole to 
360 men. It is likewiſe to be obſerved, 
that before the laſt return, it being the very 
height of the American war, ſupplies were 
doubtleſs furniſhed from this county both 
ta the Army and Navy, of exactly the ſame 
deſcription with the perſons liable to ſerve 


in the Militia. Theſe conſiderations duly 


attended 
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Upon the whole, then, the compara- 
tive advantage of Encloſures for the 


— 


3 


attended to, it is extremely manifeſt that the 
number of men really fit for military ſer; 
vice, muſt, at the laſt return, after every 
fair allowance and deduction made, have 


been increaſed between three and four hun- 


dred; which implies an increaſed Popula- 
tion of at leaſt 12 or 16 hundred in the 
courſe of 10 years. 


The number of houſes returned to the 


Tax · office for the county of Rutland in the 
year 1777 was only 1474, and conſequently, 


according to Dr. Price's mode of compu- 
tation, it contained very few more than 
70co inhabitants; whereas, from the Militia 
returns, and other data, they cannot be ſo | 
little as 12,000, 
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encreaſe of Population ſeems indubita- 


bly clear, from a:moſt ſtriking concur- 
rence of a great variety of evidence. 


It appears from the reaſon and nature 
of the thing, from the teſtimony of 
very extenſive obſervation, from the 


above Militia returns, and from the re- 


giſters of Baptiſms promiſcuouſly taken 
in 18 or 20 counties. So far therefore 
from expreſſing my aſtoniſhment at the 
folly of our parliament in granting ſuch 


numerous bills of Encloſure, I only 


with it may go on granting ſtill more, 


under due regulations and reſtrictions, 


till there is ſcarcely an unincloſed or 


waſte and barren ſpot from one extre- 


mity of the kingdom to the other, but 


all 


a 
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| 1 ö 
all are converted into fruitful fields, or 
luxuriant paſtures, and the whole re- 


ſembles one large, rich and variegated 
garden. 
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AP PEW MD 1X, 


& ya: following letter, which I was 
favoured with by the Reverend Mr. 
Woodhouſe, of Donington, in Shropſhire, 
is not, all of it, indeed, to the immediate 
purpoſe of the preceding enquiry ; much 
of it, however, certainly 1s, and the whole 
of it is written with ſo much good ſenſe and 
ingenuity, and affords ſo ſtrong a preſump- 
tion of an increaſed population in country 
pariſhes, where agriculture has been im- 
proved, that I cannot content myſelf with 
the ſuppreſſion of any part of it. 


G Donington, 


Donington, near Shifnal, Shropſhire, 
June 38, 1782. 


© Rev. Sir, 


© I have been as expeditious as poſſible 
in numbering the inhabitants of this pa- 
© riſh, and with pleaſure tranſmit to you 
© the following particulars : 


About the year 1689, the Reverend 
© George Plaſton, then Rector of 
© the pariſh, took the number of his 
© pariſhioners, which appears to 
© have been 2 — 138 


© In 1777, upon my entrance into 
© the pariſh, I numbered the inha- 
© bitants, to the amount of - - 232 


© In 1782, I have done the ſame at 
your requeſt, and the number ap- 
« pears to be OT PSP 


© The 
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© The increaſe of the inhabitants ſince 
the Revolution has therefore been very 
great; it has alſo been very regular, as 
may be collected from the whole of our 
- Parochial Regiſter, but will appear ſuffi- 
ciently from the following extracts, which 
you have particularly deſired : 


20 years, Baptiſms 55 


Marriages 23 
from 1688.) Burials 41 


Baptiſms 104 


20 years, ) Marriages 
from 1730. "HEH 57 


Baptiſms 133 
Marriages 36 
Burials 79 


20 years, 
from 1760, 


© So conſiderable and regular an increaſe 
in the number of inhabitants cannot be 
aſcribed to accident, but muſt be imputed 


to ſome permanent cauſe, continually ope- 
rating, | 


G 2 Com- 


OT Th. 


© Commerce and manufactures are ac- 
knowledged cauſes of a regular popula- 
tion, but I cannot find that any com- 
merce, trade, or manufacture has ever 
been carried on in this pariſh. The inha- 
bitants have ſeldom made their own ſhoes. 


„ Ro a, * 0. 


tion, and has been tranſmitted from father 
to ſon, with ſuch improvements as have 
juſtly eſtabliſhed it an adequate cauſe of 
the great increaſe of our people, For, 


= * 


© 1ſt. The tradition and teſtimony of 
the inhabitants informs us, that a conſi- 
« derable part of the pariſh, now in culti- 
vation, was formerly over-grown with 
© underwood, broom, furze, &c. and con- 
* ſequently employed very few hands, and 
returned very little profit to its occupier ; 
© as land became more valuable, (and why 
more valuable, but becauſe the ſurround- 
© ing country became more populous) the 


A 


© owners were tempted to make it fit for 


the plough, and to put it into a courſe of 
* tillage, 


Huſbandry has been their only occupa- 
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tillage, which could not be effected with- 
out an increaſe of labour. Employment 
produced induſtry, induſtry good wages ; 
theſe encouraged the Jabourers to marry 
early, and to product children, who ſoon 
entered upon employment, maintained 
themſelves, married; and thus our Regiſter 
of baptiſms has been ſwelled ſo conſider- 
ably beyond that of burials, accounting 
for that regular increaſe of inhabitants, 
* which appears upon every ſurvey. 


© 2. Not only the wider extent, but in an 
* equal, or, perhaps, greater, degree, the 
improved method of cultivation, provid. 
ing an additional employment for the 
inhabitants, has conſequently increaſed 
their number. The land which uſed to be 
* ſowed at one ploughing, and then be left 
© wholly to the mercy of the ſeaſon, is now 
« diligently tilled, and kept clean from 
* weeds by the hand and the hoe. A gar- 
den requires more labour than a field of 
equal ſize; and in proportion as.we -ſtudy 


*© more 


—— » 


— 
- — — 


1 


— — 
a — —ñꝛ ‚ 


Poms. 


—— — — 
— 


— — 


—ů — V— 
. — — 2 


_ * 
ww * 2." 


( 44 ) 


more and more to make every field neat 
and productive as a garden, we encou- 


rage and increaſe the number of our in- 


habitants. The introduction of the turnip- 
huſbandry into this pariſh, about twenty 


years ago, has certainly added not only to 


the richneſs and frequency of the crops, 
but alſo to the number of the people. 


3. If the increaſe of the inhabitants 


has of late been more rapid than ordinary, 
it 1s juſtly to be attributed to the encloſure 


which took place in this pariſh about 


twelve years ago. The field-land, which 


lay open, and could only be tilled after a 


certain old faſhioned courſe, is now im- 
proved as the proprietor pleaſes; and, 
being generally cultivated after the alter- 
nating courſe uſed in Norfolk, where 
turnips well hoed are the certain fore- 
runners of other profitable crops, increaſes 
the labour, and conſequently the popula- 
tion of the pariſh. But our numbers are 


affected in a ſtill more yiſible manner by 


© the 


6 

the encloſure of the common, which then 
bore little, and bad graſs, but now pro- 
duces turnips, clover, and grain, and 
cannot be managed without an increaſe 
of labour and hands. Accordingly, we 
find four houſes erected ſince the enclo- 
ſure of the common, containing an addi- 
tional tenth to the whole number of 
inhabitants; for before the encloſure the 


number of houſes was forty-one, now it is 
forty-five. | 


© Thus, Sir, am I able to preſent you 
with the returns of a pariſh whoſe popu- 
lation, has been almoſt doubled ſince the 
time of the Revolution, yet, whoſe in- 
creaſe of inhabitants can only be aſcribed 
to ſuch cauſes, as muſt have operated in 
a ſimilar manner in moſt other pariſhes of 
Great Britain. And leſt any perſon ſhould 
ſuppoſe that our increaſe of inhabitants 
has been effected by a decreaſe in other 
pariſhes, I bring my Regiſter to witneſs, 
that in the whole period of time, from 


© the 
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the Revolution to the preſent hour, 54 
© perſons have been born over and above 
© thoſe that can be accounted for, either in 
the burials, or preſent increaſed number of 
© inkabitants, 


© Baptiſms ſince 1688 - —— 442 


Accounted for in the burials - 263 
In the increaſed number of inhabi- | 


© tants - - — — — 125 


388 


A 


Remain unaccounted for in our own 
© pariſh, and conſequently muſt have 
© migrated to other pariſhes = - 54 


* 


Hence it appears that this pariſh has not 
received its increaſe from other pariſhes, 
but has contributed to their population. 
And it deſerves likewiſe to be conſidered, 
that as the inhabitants of Donington are 
© all huſbandmen, and do not manufacture 


© their own clothes, furniture, tools, uten- 
ſils, 


A 


A 


© ſils, &c. ſo, as they increaſe in popu- 


c 


A 


R „ 


lation and riches, they require and em- 
ploy more tradeſmen in the neighbour- 
ing towns and villages to ſupply them 
with the neceſſaries, comforts, and, in- 
deed, luxuries of life: — conſequently, 
here is an increaſe of population in other 
pariſhes occaſioned by our increaſe ; and 
not only in this reipect, but in another, 
which is by no means inſignificant. For 
as we continue to raiſe more and more 
grain for the mill, meat for the ſhambles, 
wool for the clothier, &c. &c. it is evi- 
dent that we find employment for, and 
increaſe the number of thoſe who grind 
and retail the corn, make and ſell the 
malt, retail the meat, manufacture the 
wool, &c. and that the number of con- 


ſumers muſt be likewiſe proportionably 
increaſed, 


Thus population is the neceſſary con- 
ſequence of an improved agriculture ; of 
which I have been able, as I hope, to 


H © afford 


16 


* afford you a convincing ſpecimen. If I 
© have erred in any of my deductions, I 
beg you will correct me, and that you 
will apply what I now tranſmit to you, 


* 


moſt uſeful or convenient to your very 
laudable deſign. I have the pleaſure to 
ſubſcribe myſelf, with all the reſpect that 
is due to your beneficent undertakings, 


A 


A 


© Reverend Sir, 
© Your truly humble ſervant, 
J. CHAPPEL WOODHOUSE, 
© Rector of Donington,” 


I need make no apology to the reader 
for preſenting him with this letter. Who- 
ever has the ſame conception of its excel- 
lence which I have, will rather be inclined 
to reproach me for having ſo long deprived 
him of the pleaſure of peruſing it. It is, 


in my apprekenſion, one of the beſt Eſſays, 
1 if 
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in whatever ſhape or manner you find 
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* if T may properly give it that appellation, 
. I ever read upon the ſubject, either in 
f 4 print or manuſcript, The reaſoning is 
55 every where clear and perſpicuous, the il- 
E 2 luſtrations peculiarly happy, and the con- 
k cluſions juſt and deciſive, 
i 4 I intended here ro have ſubjoined an | | 
N I Examination of a Pamplet intitled, A po- 
. litical Enquiry into the Conſequences of en- 
q A cloſing Waſte Lands, and the Cauſes of the 
3 preſent high Price of Butther's Meat, being 
| 9 ; the Sentiments of a Society of Farmers in 2 
* ire. But I ſoon found that a ful or 
* diſcuſſion of only its leading arguments, : 
* and a ſatisfactory detection of the numerous | 
"i defects and fallacies with which they 
| I abound, would carry me to a very con- 
Y ſiderable length. And I could by no 
. means fatisfy myſelf with a few ſuper- 
ficial remarks upon a work which, in my 
apprehenſion, contains many pernicious 
aſſertions, enforced by no inconſiderable 
degree of ingenuity and eloquence. I | 1 


therefore 


( 50 ) 


therefore reſerved my Examination of it, 
as the buſineſs of a ſeparate Pamphlet, 
which, it being already nearly finiſhed, ſhall 
ſoon appear, I was the rather induced to 
this meaſure, as the Political Enquiry, &c. 
the immediate ſubject of the propoſed in- 


veſtigation, ſeems to have received a very 
advantageous chara&er from pcrions, the 


rectitude of whoſe general deciſions is en- 
titled to reſpectful deference, and who have 1 
no ineonſiderable influence in forming the 
judgement of the publick. 
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